MELROSE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH (MUUC) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) 2011-2012 

General Religious Education Information

Our RE program is a cooperative one. This means that it relies on everyone’s involvement—both staff and congregants—to work and thrive. Without your participation in some level of RE, we cannot offer successful classes and events for our children and youth.  Our different RE volunteer options during our 2011-2012 congregational year are listed here.   You can learn more about any RE volunteer possibilities from Director of Religious Education (DRE) for Children and Youth, Nita Penfold, or any member of the RE Committee. 

1. teaching on sunday morning:  

2011-2012 Theme The Golden Rule:  Peace and Social Justice

This coming year, we will continue with RE team teaching, forming teaching teams of ideally 8 people who rotate through the classroom during the year on a regular basis that each team determines for itself. This approach allows for better classroom continuity and permits the teachers more freedom to accommodate their personal schedules while teaching. All teachers will continue to receive training and regular support from the RE Committee (especially regular meetings with their class liaison) and the RE professional.  We ask for a commitment that is equivalent to one Sunday per month.  Schedules are coordinated after the training by using Google Docs.

Teacher Training:  All teachers will be expected to attend our training on Saturday, September 17 (Spirit Play teachers 9 to 1 pm; Junior/Senior Youth 12 to 4 pm, Nursery and SPINMO from 12 to 2 pm).  This is a time to set up schedules and find out about the year’s activities.

We have three Spirit Play classes based in the Montessori Method.  You can tell scripted stories with manipulative materials or act as a Doorkeeper and help with general management of the class.

Preschool/Spirit Play 1


Kindergarten - 2nd Grade/Spirit Play  2
3rd – 5th Grades/Spirit Play 3 


6th – 8th Grades  Sunday morning program encompassing social justice curriculum and social activities.  Special events include the Halloween Party, possible overnight during the year.

Spirit Play In Motion Class (Two groups: Kindergarten –2nd Grades, 3rd through 5th Grade) work time choice focusing on incorporating physical movement) Twice a month with two people on a team per session.


Hunger Bowls Project Coordinator or Helper: Fall, 2012 we will make bowls for the Hunger Banquet the week before Thanksgiving.  Includes coordinating with classes for work time and sometimes after church, setting up bowls and having helpers work with children to paint them with glaze, getting them to the place for firing and picking up.
2. volunteer in another way: There are a variety of other ways to support our RE program. Please look over the following volunteer possibilities.

Senior YOOTES Advisor  Collaborate to empower our teens to run weekly Sunday afternoon meetings and special activities between September and June featuring worship, fun, social action, and relationship-building. Youth advisor training is available from our district.  Sunday afternoons, noon to 2 pm.

Coming of Age Coordinator:  run our monthly Coming of Age program for juniors and seniors to help them ground themselves in Unitarian Universalism and their own beliefs in preparation for sharing a Credo Statement with the congregation.  Meets first Sunday of each month after September 18 initial meeting.  Sundays 2 to 4 pm.

Coming of Age Mentor: become an advisor to one youth for the year, attending the Coming of Age monthly meetings and helping the youth to move through the tasks of the program.  Sundays 2 to 4 pm.

Nursery Volunteer Volunteer one Sunday a month between September and June to take care of our children ages three and younger.  

RE Committee Member  Meets with our RE professional once monthly to plan, implement, and review various aspects of our RE program, includes being a liaison to one of our ongoing classes or programs

Time for All Ages Storyteller:  tell stories to children during Time for All Ages in the worship service approximately once a month when the DRE is not available.  DRE will help you choose the story.

General Worship Circle Helper: help DRE set up and run worship circles and activities several times a year

General RE Helper: work with the DRE gathering needed materials or inventorying books, etc.; making Spirit Play materials, etc.

What other talents and interests  can you share with the kids?

Acting/Performance

Art

Athletics

Cooking

Dance

Event Planning

Outdoor Activities (Hiking, Planting)

Music

Singing 

Storytelling

Social Justice

Spirituality/Worship

Writing

Other

Remember to turn in your form at our Religious Education Table in MUUC’s Parish Hall on Sunday morning or directly to Director of Religious Education (DRE) for Children and Youth, Nita Penfold, (either at her office or via her e-mail dre@melroseuu.org).  Nita and MUUC’s RE Committee will follow up with you regarding your choices. 
Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church  70 West Emerson Street Melrose MA 02176       781-665-7504

