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Welcome to the

2010-2011

Melrose Unitarian

Univeralist Church 

Religious Education Program

Contact:

Nita Penfold, D.Min.

Director of Religious Education for Children and Youth

Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church

(781) 665-7504 = Church Phone

or (781) 775-6294

dre@melroseuu.org = Religious Education E-mail

Barbara Lambiaso, Chair of the Religious Education Committee

(781) 224-0417

Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church’s 

Religious Education Program Vision Statement

Through the encouragement, involvement and guidance of the whole congregation, we provide our children and youth with a safe and accepting environment in which to explore spirituality, learn and support Unitarian Universalist values and other world religions, inspiring them to articulate their beliefs and live out their faith in the broader community.

70 West Emerson Street, Melrose, MA 02176

(781) 665-7504

What We Believe 

(Intergenerational Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism)
1. Each and every person is important.

2. All people should be treated fairly.

3. Our churches are places where all people are accepted and where we keep on learning together.

4. Each person must be free to search for what is true and right.

5. All people should have a voice and a vote about the things that concern them.

6. We should work for a peaceful, fair, and free world.

7. We should care for our planet Earth.

Nursery

You are invited to bring your child under age 3 to our Nursery from 10 AM until 12 PM. Our Nursery provides an inviting and engaging space in which infants and toddlers can experience caring and fun community under the supervision of congregational volunteers. Basic healthy snacks and diaper supplies are provided, although families are welcome to provide their own preferred supplies.

You also are welcome to keep your young child in the worship service with you. There is a sound system available in our Parlor for you to hear the sermon should you need to leave for any reason. 
Time for All Ages

Most Sundays, children and youth begin the morning worshipping with the adults including a child-friendly story or message shared by the religious education professional or special guests. After this part of the worship service, the adults lovingly “sing out” the children and youth as they go to their religious education classes.  Some weeks, particular classes will begin downstairs rather than in church. Please consult the board outside the church door.
Classes

After being sung out from the worship service, all preschool through middle school children and youth go to age-appropriate classrooms led by adult volunteers.  Preschool through Grade 5 use the Spirit Play method using Montessori educational philosophy to explore sacred stories in art, games, and other activities.  Junior high classes will use the Neighboring Faiths curriculum to explore other religions and their own through field trips, discussion, and other activities.  The focus for 2010-2011 will be on Unitarian Universalism and our 7th Principle, the Interdependent Web, weaving in some of our Sources including UU women and men, our connections to science and nature, and our earth honoring spirituality.
Worship Circles

Several times in the year, our preschool through middle school children and youth participate in a mixed-ages worship circle during the normal religious education class time. These special worshipful events allow our young people to gather together to explore specific spiritual themes in various creative ways.

Teaching and Volunteering

In the spirit of a cooperative and intergenerational religious community, all adults are asked after their first year at the church to participate in our religious education program in some way. Volunteers help teach classes, chaperone field trips, arrange special events, and so on. Your entire family will enjoy and grow from being part of your child’s religious education experience here.

Youth Groups

Our “Senior YOOTES” for high schoolers meets Sundays from 12 PM to 2 PM (high school youth also are encouraged to attend the Sunday worship services). Together they plan and engage in a variety of group activities, including worship, community building events, social action projects, and ongoing explorations in spirituality.

Our “Junior YOOTES” for middle schoolers meets at various times during the year for fellowship and fun. These events focus on building connections among our youth and between them and our congregation. 

Please speak to our Director of Religious Education for Children and Youth for more information about the programming.
