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The Lightbearer 

  
 

Reflections from Rev. Anita   
  

Why it was wonderful; Why, all at once there were leaves, 
Leaves at the end of a dry stick, small, alive 
Leaves out of wood.  It was wonderful. 
You can’t imagine.  They came by the wood path 
And the earth loosened, the earth relaxed, there were flowers 
Out of the earth!  Think of it!  And oak trees 
Oozing new green at the tips off them and flowers 
Squeezed out of clay, soft flowers, limp 
Stalks flowering.  Well, it was like a dream. 
It happened so quickly, all of a sudden 
It happened.    -Archibald MacLeish 

 

It may be hard to believe, this description of what is coming. Spring has been so reticent to appear. 
But appear it will, without our needing to believe it, or coax it, it will come, much as Archibald 
MacLeish describes- all of a sudden, the turning, new life emerging and we, astonished once again, 
may feel the stirrings of our souls, an awakening of wonder and the seedlings of new hope.  
 
There are reasons for such wonder and hope: in the beauty of the natural world unfurling for sure, 
and in the emerging strength and wisdom of our country’s young people. Closer to home, our 
church family is growing.  Join us Sunday, April 15 when we will welcome in our new members, Liz 
Brodeur, Joan Cutter, Laura Morin, Stacey Babb Weinberg and Henry Weinberg. 
 
And sometime this month, if all goes as we hope, you will learn of the person your Ministerial 
Search Committee is presenting as a candidate for the ministry of this church.  Please do look 
ahead to your May calendar, and mark down May 12-20 when you will have many opportunities to 
meet and experience your prospective minister. The congregational vote to call her/him is  
scheduled for Sunday, May 20. 
 
It seems a delightful happenstance that this year Easter comes at the very beginning of the month, 
setting us up emotionally and spiritually to engage in welcome and hospitality in its deepest sense 
of open heartedness and care.  
   

Why it was wonderful; Why, all at once there were leaves,… 
Stalks flowering.  Well, it was like a dream. 
It happened so quickly, all of a sudden 
It happened. 
 

 Happy Easter, happy Passover, happy spring, my dear ones!  
 Blessings of wonder and joy, 
 Rev Anita 

Deadline for submissions 
for the May Lightbearer is  
Friday,  April 20, 2018 
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Music Notes  
Tara Tresner-Kirsch, Music Director 

The limits of my language means the 
limits of my world. 
  
 - Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) 
 Austrian-British philosopher who 
had romantic relationships with both men and women 
  
Back in January while we were still deep in our 
discussions of “Race, Power & Privilege,” I 
asked the choir to begin to think ahead with me 
to our new topic beginning this month: Gender. 
 

Gendered language can exclude people. Of 
course, this has been clear to women for a long 
time. In our modern culture, we no longer claim 
that the words “all men” truly refer to “all people.”  
 

Similarly, we now are beginning to understand 
that we cannot ever use traditional gendered lan-
guage and include all people. Between the time I 
was taught “proper” grammar in school and this 
moment, we have gradually accepted the singu-
lar pronoun they as a crucial part of our lan-
guage. The singular they was the We have new 
ways of speaking and writing that are more inclu-
sive and less exclusive. Our transgender siblings 
have pronouns to use to describe themselves 
and have others describe them! 
 

So, what does this have to do with the choir? In 
choirs we have a clear division of people that 
usually falls along gender lines. People who 
identify as men usually sing tenor or bass and 
people who identify as women usually sing so-
prano or alto. It is easy to fall into the trap of us-
ing the words men or women to designate the 
low or high voice parts. 
 

However, if we truly want to be an inclusive com-
munity and an inclusive choir, we need to stop 
making this assumption. Truth is there are plenty 
of other reasons that a person may sing a part 
that is not one generally associated with their 
gender. Voice parts are more fluid than this sim-
plistic, gender-static model. 
 

I’ve been trying for quite a while to change my 
own language, but I had noticed that since I had-
n’t actually told them that I’d been trying to do 
this, choir members would invoke default gender 

language to help me get out of my struggles to 
find different words. 
 

In January, it was time (or past time!) to get the 
choir in on this little goal. I spoke to them by e-
mail. 
 

“For the past year or so, I've tried to start talking 
about our sections not as "men" and "women," 
but in other ways. It has come to my attention 
that, while these gender designations might be 
an accurate representation of our current sec-
tions, they limit our vision of what our choir can 
look like. And they limit our vision of what peo-
ple's experiences can look like. 
 

[…] Let’s take this one small step right now. Let's 
make space. Let's make space for people who 
are here, and for people who are yet to walk in.” 
 

Their response has been awesome. Choir mem-
bers have been incredibly responsive to this 
small experiment with inclusive language and 
have helped me to get better at not using gen-
dered language to talk about our voice parts. It 
is, of course, still a work in progress, but we’re 
on our way!  
 

I wonder how we might be more inclusive to folks 
of all genders in other areas of church life? 
 
 

In song, 

Tara 

musicdirector@melroseuu.org 
 
 
 
MUUC Music Calendar 
Every Week: 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. - Adult Choir (unless otherwise not-
ed) in Sanctuary 
 
This Month: 
April  1st : Easter Sunday– Choir Sings 
April  8th: Morning Song, 9:30 a.m. in Sanctuary (No 
Choir) 
 
 

mailto:musicdirector@melroseuu.org
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Religious Education News 
Katie Camire, Religious Education Professional 

Announcing Religious Education Registration  
for the 2018/2019 Church Year! 

 

We are moving to a new system for registration and I am hoping we can get all our current children 
and youth registered by June!  
 

The new system is online through google forms and only one form needs to be filled out per family. 
Once you have filled out the form your family will not need to re-register in future years. You will re-
ceive an email every year which will ask you to review the information we have on file for you, notify 
us of any changes, and to confirm your continued desire to remain part of our program. 
 

Please be sure to use the grades your children will be in next year on the form! 
 

You can access the form at the following link:  
https://goo.gl/forms/66ll48Bwk3ieGPFh2 

 

Keep an eye out for announcements about our next youth event, RE Sunday, and more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME to our new church staff!! 
 

We are delighted to have Matt Tringali on board as our church Sexton 
Joined by Dan Crooker as our Project Manager. You may have already noticed how the facilities 
are shaping up- cleaner, neater, postponed repairs attended to and fixed.  
 

Check out our official MUUC Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
MelroseUU/  and our website: https://www.melroseuu.org/ 

MUUC’s website “Member login”  

If you are interested in having access to MUUC’s Member’s Only page, send an email to our 
Church Administrator, Stephanie at: office@melroseuu.org An email will then be sent to you so that 

you can set-up your own password.  

The Member login will allow you access to Board Meeting minutes, Annual Report and other im-
portant documents. Please note, you must be a MUUC Church  Member to get access. A Church 
Member is someone who has made a recorded up-to-date financial contribution and has signed the 
MUUC membership book.  

             Stay Connected with MUUC! 

https://goo.gl/forms/66ll48Bwk3ieGPFh2
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseUU/
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseUU/
https://www.melroseuu.org/
mailto:office@melroseuu.org
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Ministerial Search Committee Update 
 

The Ministerial Search Committee has an update on the search process: 
 
We've now completed the "neutral pulpit" phase of our search, in which we invite selected candi-
dates to preach at a nearby church so we can see them in action. 
 
The process takes the whole weekend. We first see them Friday night.  On Saturday, we spend the 
day with them, and ask them questions covering the areas we know the congregation cares about, 
such as pastoral care, worship service, and their approach to social justice.  We spend 3-4 hours 
on these questions alone. Then on Sunday after the service we have brunch and finally let them 
go. 
 
We are now deliberating; the next steps will be to communicate our preferences to the UUA, and 
then make an offer. 
 
Exciting times! 
 
Dan Franklin 
Secretary, Ministerial Search Committee, 2018 edition 

Giving Beyond Our Walls  

Eleven years ago the MUUC Board proposed an initiative titled "Giving Beyond Our Walls."  By donating half of our  
non-pledge plate offerings, we have supported the work of many worthy causes in our greater community.  

This year we will be using our Topic Teams to select recipients for our Giving Beyond Our Walls 
(GBOW) program.  The recipients will be related to the topic we are exploring. Our topics for ex-
ploring diversity this year are: Ability, Age, Race Power and Privilege, Money, and Gender.   
 

 

If you would like to be part of a Topic Team or part of the RE Consulting Team to that topic, please 
contact transitionteams@melroseuu.org. 
 

North Shore Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Youth (nAGLY)  

is the recipient of April’s Collections 

nAGLY is a safe, welcoming place for LGBTQ youth in the North Shore area. Located in downtown 
Salem, nAGLY welcomes youth who may face harassment, violence, homelessness, or isolation, 
and assists them in reaching their full potential while promoting safe and healthy practices. Pro-
grams include regular support meetings, leadership trainings, social and cultural events, and ac-
tions to defend and enhance the civil and human rights of this community.  Weekly programming 
topics range from safe sex, healthy relationships, bullying, and coming out, to lighter matters such 
as poetry slams, heritage night, world spirituality, open mic events, and game nights or movie 
nights. For more information, or to donate directly, visit https://www.nagly.org/. 

Giving Beyond Our Walls is our way of sharing our collection plate.  All money in the collection 
plate that is not specifically designated as a pledge payment is divided equally between the church 
and the designated recipient. 

mailto:transitionteams@melroseuu.org
https://www.nagly.org/
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UU Mass Action Advocacy Day 

News from MUUC’s Registrar 

 
Can I vote for a new minister or next year's budget?  

 
On Sunday, May 20, we will be voting to select a new minister and on Tuesday, May 22 we will be 
voting at our Annual Meeting for MUUC board members, committee chairs and a church budget for 
2018-2019.  In order to vote at these meetings you must be a "Voting Member" of the church.  Un-
der our bylaws this is defined as someone who has signed "the book", that is the Parish Register, 
and has made a recorded financial contribution in support of our church programs within a period of 
twenty-four months preceding the vote and prior to the vote by at least thirty days.  A recorded fi-
nancial contribution is an identifiable monetary contribution, e.g., a check, PayPal, cash in an enve-
lope with your name, and is maintained by our Collector, Mary Delahanty.  Unidentified cash contri-
butions to the collection plate are not considered a recorded financial contribution.  Not sure if you 
meet the criteria?  Contact Mary at collector@melroseuu.org to verify your payment dates. 
 
 
In fellowship, 
 
 
Nancy Nichols, MUUC Registrar  

 

When: Tuesday, April 10, 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
Where: Arlington St. Church, 351 Boylston St., Boston (We leave for the State House at 1:00 PM) 
Tickets are now on sale  

 
This year’s keynote speaker is Rev. Elizabeth Nguyen, Senior Strategist – Side with Love.  Our 
shared singing will be led by the multi-talented, Matt Meyer. We will also enjoy the art of spoken 
word poet, Anthony Thomas.  You can find more details here or on our www.uumassaction.org 
webpage, under events.  Our legislative focus will be several very important climate bills, Paid 
Family and Medical Leave and $15 Minimum Wage. Learn more on the UU Mass Action event 
page. 
 
Facebook Event Link to Share (Please like this event!) 
https://www.facebook.com/events/150533659079464/ 
 
Questions: Lwagner@uumassaction.org 

mailto:collector@melroseuu.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=351+Boylston+St.,+Boston&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uu-advocacy-day-tickets-43038642739
http://www.uumassaction.org/register-for-uu-advocacy-day/
http://www.uumassaction.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/150533659079464/
mailto:Lwagner@uumassaction.org
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Women’s Retreat—April 27-29, 2018 

 

DO SOMETHING FOR YOURSELF and attend the Women's Retreat on Cape Cod, April 
27-29. We welcome all women in our Congregation to join us.  

The 2018 Women’s Retreat will be held at the lovely seaside Craigville Retreat Center in Cen-
terville on Cape Cod. Each year has a theme – 2018’s theme will be "Diversity Amongst 
Us." Please visit our registration table in Parish Hall following the service on 4/8 (deadline 
for signing up). Cost: $195. Fee includes activities, 2 nights and 5 meals. 

Optional field trip on Saturday, 4/28 at the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History and guided 
marsh /beach walk. This elective activity would be an extra $12. Karen Gabler will lead an 
optional Yoga class.  

Financial aid available - speak confidentially with Rev. Anita. For more information- https://
www.melroseuu.org/community/womens-retreat/ and/or contact Beth Yourgrau or Michelle 
Aldrich.  

 
 

Bread of Life (BOL) 2018  

Dear MUUC BOL volunteers, 

Help is needed to organize  the remaining 2018 BOL dinners.  For more 

info or to volunteer contact Kathy:  kfoulser@gmail.com  

Thursday, March 29 (Organizers: Martha & Mary D.) 

Thursday, May 31  (Organizer: Kathy F.) 
 

Friday, July 6  

Thursday, August 30  
 

Friday, October 5 

Thursday, November 29 

Note that due to the sale of the American Legion Hall in Malden, there will be a change of ven-

ue.  All Friday dinners are still at the First Baptist Church in Malden, but beginning in 

April, Thursday dinners will be at the Salvation Army Hall, 213 Main Street, Malden.  

http://www.uccr.org/camp/craigville-retreat-center
https://www.melroseuu.org/community/womens-retreat/
https://www.melroseuu.org/community/womens-retreat/
mailto:kfoulser@gmail.com
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The True Cost 
Saturday April 7, 2018 

7:00 pm 
Melrose UU Church parlor 

This is a story about clothing. It’s about the clothes we wear, the people who make them, and the 
impact the industry is having on our world. The True Cost is a groundbreaking documentary film 
that pulls back the curtain on the untold story and asks us to consider, who really pays the price for 
our clothing?  https://truecostmovie.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the date for the following films in our series: 
Saturday, May 26, 2018  7:00 pm  Denial (Gender Identity diversity topic) 
Saturday, June 9, 2018 7:00 pm  How to Let Go of the World and Love All the Things Climate 
Can't Change 

All movies are FREE and Open to the Public  

 

 

Save the Date – Ell Pond Clean Up on Saturday, May 5 

 

The Green Sanctuary Committee invites you to join the Ell Pond Improvement Council (EPIC) for 
the annual spring Clean Up Day, which will be held on Saturday May 5 from 9 am to noon. All are 
welcome; young children should be accompanied by an adult.   Look for us behind the Memorial 
knoll, across the Lynn Fells Parkway from the Middle School / High School.  The event will be re-
scheduled if its raining hard.   

GreenSanctuary Environmental Justice Film Series 

Ell Pond Clean-up Day 

https://truecostmovie.com
https://truecostmovie.com
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Sharing Our Hopes and Fears – February 18, 2018 
 

During the final Race, Power and Privilege service on February 18, Reverend Anita led the congre-
gation through a ritual of Lament, Petition, Confession and Intention. It was an opportunity for  us 
to think about how our lives have been shaped by the privileges bestowed on those of us who 
identify as white and to reflect on what we might do to address the inequity and injustice experi-
enced by People of Color.        
 

As part of the ritual, we were asked to name our Hopes and our Fears.  What follows is a partial 
list.   The hopes and fears listed reflect the overall range of responses. 
 

Hopes: 
 

For skin color not to matter. For everyone to have a voice. 
That people will be open to learning.  Everyone has something to teach and something to learn. 
That we will all become more accountable - in examining our own prejudices. 
Having the courage to help make change and justice in our world – Taking bold action. 
The younger generation…. The movement toward equality. 
More tolerance.  More courage. 
That people find compassion for those who are different. 
That someday People of Color will be treated with the dignity and respect they deserve. 
That we UUs can help turn the tide from Hate to Love, from Oppression to Equity. 
 

Fears: 
 

Deeply rooted beliefs make it difficult. Many people don’t want change. 
I fear that nothing will change. 
That I fail to recognize my own part in perpetuating racism / classism. 
Being afraid that racial unrest will spark greater intolerance. 
That the damage done to civil rights cannot be repaired. 
That self-interest will block progress. 
I fear my actions will not be enough. 
I fear not having courage to make change happen. 
That not enough of us will be accountable in addressing our prejudice. 
 

Reverend Anita blesses us with Fresh Courage every Sunday.  It is exactly what we need. 
Please consider joining me at the Black Lives Matter workshop on April 9, here at MUUC. 
(See announcement in this Lightbearer) 
 

Mary Delahanty, on behalf of the Race, Power and Privilege Diversity Team  
 

The Gender Topic Team & Queer Soup Theater present: THE PINEAPPLE PROJECT 
Saturday, May 12 at 10:00am. 
A play for kids 3-8 and their grown-ups 
 

“Boys can’t be princesses!” Or can they? This colorful and engaging original play follows the friend-
ship of two young people as they explore ideas and expectations about gender. Kids and grown-
ups alike are invited to laugh along, and to join the conversation about how we can all be who we 
truly are.  

Race, Power and Privilege 

The Pineapple Project—Saturday, May 12 
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Fellowship News 

 

New Member Sunday, April 15 
 

After a series of well-attended New UU Discovery classes, we are happy to report that a number of 
folks signed the Membership Book!  
 

During the church service on April 15, we will welcome five new members to our church family - Liz 
Brodeur, Joan Cutter, Laura Morin, Stacey Babb Weinberg and Henry Weinberg. Please join us for 
a piece of cake at coffee hour. Don’t forget to say hello, and welcome our newest members! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the Date….and Show Us Your Talent! 
 

On Saturday, May 5, the Annual MUUC All-Ages Talent Show is coming at you! It’s time to wow us 
with your song and/or dance, spoken word poetry or prose, instrumental solos and combos…or any 
other talent you would like to showcase. 
 

We are looking for musicians, singers, poets, joke tellers, magicians, and any other performers to 
fill the stage at our annual night of “I had no idea he could do that!” and “Who knew she was so tal-
ented?!” 
 

Please join us as a performer, or as a member of the audience. A good time is guaranteed for all! 
 

Refreshments will be served. Please see Jane Foley or Mary Beth Griscom for more information. 
 
 

 

Equal Exchange products will be available for sale during Coffee Hour on Sunday, April 8. Our goal 
is to tempt you with Fair Trade chocolate, coffee, tea and nuts.  A portion of the proceeds go to the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) and our church makes a small amount. For every 
pound of fairly traded products sold through the UUSC Coffee Project, Equal Exchange donates 20 
cents to the UUSC Small Farmer Fund, helping to pay growers a fair price for their products. 

 

If you have a request for a specific product you can reach us by email at 
equalexchange@melroseuu.org.  

Equal Exchange products for sale Sunday, April 8 

mailto:equalexchange@melroseuu.org
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 Black Lives Matter – Allies in Melrose 
Workshop:  Monday, April 9 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at MUUC 

 

MORE, Melrose Organizes for Real Equality has reached out to Melrose UU church as well as oth-
er Melrose houses of worship to coordinate a workshop open to the larger Melrose community.  
Reverend Karlene Griffiths Sekou, a BLM organizer, will facilitate a workshop, to be held in the 
supper room at the Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church on Monday, April 9 from 7:00pm to 
9:00pm.   

The workshop will focus on the history of Black Lives Matter and on-going work toward building 
coalitional solidarity. Black Lives Matter Boston is dedicated to restorative justice.  We will hear 
about BLM Boston's current priorities and how Melrose can participate in the Movement.  

Tickets are available through Eventbrite. Suggested donation is $20.00 Reserve your ticket on 
Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-lives-matter-allies-in-melrose-tickets-43363082146?
utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-
source=cp&utm-term=listing 

Black Lives Matter-Allies in Melrose 
Hosted by MUUC 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-lives-matter-allies-in-melrose-tickets-43363082146?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-lives-matter-allies-in-melrose-tickets-43363082146?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-lives-matter-allies-in-melrose-tickets-43363082146?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing

