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May 2018 

Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church 
70 West Emerson Street, Melrose, MA   02176-3128 

781-665-7504 
office@melroseuu.org     www.melroseuu.org     

The Lightbearer 

  
 

Dear MUUC Members and Friends, 

Your Ministerial Search Committee is very pleased to introduce 
the Rev. Susanne Intriligator as our ministerial candidate.  Rev. 
Susanne attended Harvard Divinity School, and was ordained in 
1999. She is currently the Director of Community Engagement 
at the Follen UU Church in Lexington, where she lives with her 
husband, James, and their three teenage children.   

We have found Susanne to be a very thoughtful and caring minister, with a strong interest and 
leadership in Social Justice issues, particularly anti-racism work and promoting a sense of fairness 
in the World. Susanne has a keen sense of humor,      and we found her services to be richly 
woven with meaningful and thought-provoking sentiments.   

We hope that you have spent some time getting to know Rev. Susanne through her website: http://
revsusanne.intriligator.com/; which contains more information about her, her background and 
ministry.   

Very soon you will have the chance to meet Susanne in person during Candidating Week on May 
11-20. There will be lots of opportunities during this week to get to know her and we encourage you 
to take those opportunities. Mark your calendars for the following highlights during the week:  

 Friday, May 11, 7:00-9:00pm  All Congregational Ice Cream Social. We’ll provide the ice cream, 
please bring your favorite ice cream topping to share.  

 Sunday, May 13,10:30am Service. Rev. Susanne will preach the service  

 Saturday, May 19, 5:30-8:30pm  All Congregational Potluck and Program 

 Sunday, May 20, 10:30am Service. Rev. Susanne will preach the service. Following the 
services there will be a congregational meeting and vote to formally call Rev. Susanne to be our 
called minister.  

 During the week there will be opportunities for one-on-one meetings with Rev. Susanne as well 
as time for each committee to meet with Rev. Susanne. 

Please look for a detailed schedule and information to be communicated soon. 

We are very excited for this next chapter in our church life.  

In community,                                                                                                              

Carol, Cathy, Dan, Dan, Eric, Erin and Randall 

  

Deadline for submissions 
for the June Lightbearer is  
Friday,  May 25, 2018 

http://revsusanne.intriligator.com/
http://revsusanne.intriligator.com/
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Music Notes  
Tara Tresner-Kirsch, Music Director 

As we’ve been embarking on our 
Gender topic, I’ve realized that in 
many ways I’ve felt better equipped 
to include music from people of color 
in our services than music from 
women and trans people. 
 

Out of curiosity, I did a little informal survey of 
the composers of our music this past April 2017: 
 

Hymns — 
27% people of color/63% white people 
46% women/54% men 
 

Choir Music —  
44% people of color/66% white people 
44% women/66% men 
 

Instrumental Music — 
11% people of color/89% white people 
0% women/100% men 
 

Consider a few even starker realities: 
 

— The only service that included hymns and in-
strumental music created by people of color was 
our White Supremacy Teach-In service.  
 

— All of the music truly representing non-white 
voices were either a Spiritual or from the Civil 
Rights movement. Black people were the only 
racial minorities represented with one minor ex-
ception — A piece by a white composer that 
used the words of Native Americans. 
 

— Ysaye Barnwell’s arrangements were the only 
music from a woman of color. 
 

Wow! There’s work to be done if we are to create 
more inclusive worship experiences. The great 
news, is that we’ve been doing this work. 
 

For my part, this has meant lots of research, 
practice, and purchasing some great new discov-
eries. It also has meant asking some really big 
questions about the history and current reality of 
women and people of color in music professions. 
 

Already, you’ve heard a lot more music compos-
ers of color (though still mostly music of the Afri-
can diaspora) in worship services. I’ve also been 
able to include great music of women of color 
this month: Connie Lim and Florence Price. 
 

This is radical work. This is challenging and life-
giving work. This is on-going work. Thank you for 
your encouragement and empowerment. 
 

 

In song, 

Tara 

 

musicdirector@melroseuu.org 
 
 
 
MUUC Music Calendar 
Every Week: 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. - Adult Choir (unless otherwise 
noted) in Sanctuary 
 
This Month: 

May  6
th: Morning Song, 9:30 a.m. in Sanctuary 

(No Choir) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You are invited to  

The Immigrant Experience, a new 
cantata by John Kramer 

 
performed by a combined choir from several 
UU congregations along with other music 
selections. 
 
Beth H., Jim T., and Tara have been 
rehearsing all month and will be singing in 
this special performance! 
 
Sunday, April 29th @ 4:00 PM 
First Unitarian Universalist Society in 
Newton 
1326 Washington Street, Newton 
 
This concert is a benefit for the Interfaith 
Immigrant Legal Fund which connects 
families facing the threat of deportation with 
community resources and financial support to 
cover legal fees and bond costs. 

mailto:musicdirector@melroseuu.org
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Reflections from Rev. Anita 

 

"All that we do now must be done in a sacred manner. We are the ones we have been 
waiting for."  Hopi Elders 

Dear Ones,  

We are moving now into a different kind of time, a time of wakefulness, of attentiveness, 
openness and discernment. 

This month, May, we will be concluding the last of our five topics of exploration.  You 
have engaged, participated, laughed out loud and shed tender tears as we wended our 

way through the year’s explorations.   

It was an experiment this year that you set before yourselves.  As with all experiments, 
it is not finished until you determine what you’ve learned, what you wish to take away 
from all of this, and importantly what future you envision for yourselves, having lived this 
transformation. 

Your leadership is working on creating a space to have such a conversation.  You may 
have so much to say that you want more.  As we learned this year, you can roll with 
that, you can live in an emergent environment, and thrive.  You don’t always need to 
know how it will come out in order to begin! 

Within this month of concluding an experiment, you are unwrapping another- the excit-
ing experiment of choosing and calling a settled minister.  There will be much infor-
mation supplied, and there will be unknowns with which you will have to be patient, for 
surely, you cannot know one another fully even if you spend eight days together.   You 
and Rev. Susanne will meet each other on a field of curiosity and trust as you explore 
what a congregation/minister relationship would be like, should you choose each other. 
Be honest with her, and as open as you know how, even as you wish that of her.  Now 
that you clearly understand what it means to share a ministry together with your minis-
ter, step up to your role in the partnership, even as you invite her to step up into hers.  

Oh, yes, you have learned how to play together too.  Have fun   

These are special times, calling for intention and attention, care and great love.  Indeed, 
now we must do everything in a sacred manner.  Sacred , not solemn.  Joyful, and in-
fused with life, that kind of sacred.  The kind we know in May, in spring. 

        

 Blessings, 
 Rev. Anita 
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Religious Education News 
Katie Camire, Religious Education Professional 

 
Children and Candidating 
 

Last year when my “home” congregation was in 
search for a new minister the Search Committee 
posed a question to the kids, I don’t remember 
the exact wording, but it was something along 
the lines of: what do you hope our new minister 
will be like? When I asked my older son, who 
was four at the time, he said the new minister 
should be like Woody from Toy Story.  
 
 

I personally found this to be a fascinating an-
swer. Woody was certainly not someone I would 
immediately identify as a ministerial character, 
but when I tried to see him through my four year 
old’s eyes the answer made more sense. My 
four year old saw Woody as a leader that tries to 
do the right thing, cares a lot about the other 
toys, and  is also a little bit silly. These are the 
kinds of qualities that my son admires and good 
things to look for in a minister. 
 

 

I have not yet met Rev. Susanne, but I am look-
ing forward to candidating week, especially in-
cluding our children and youth in the process! 
We will talk about candidating in RE and I en-
courage you to involve your children and youth 
in the conversations you have at home. Ask your 
kids what they think Rev. Susanne will be like, 
share information about her from her website, 
find out what questions they have for her and 
about the process. 
 
 

This is a very exciting time in the life of the con-
gregation! A time that provides many opportuni-
ties for rich conversations with our kids and I 
hope that you are able to take advantage of 
them!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming up in RE: 
 

During the month of May we will wrap up our ex-
ploration of the Diversity Topics, engage the chil-
dren and youth in candidating week, and pre-
pare for RE Sunday! 
 

RE Sunday is June 3rd!  
 

The children will work with RE volunteers to re-
flect on what they have learned this year in RE 
to present to the congregation in a meaningful 
worship service. Children who would like to par-
ticipate in the RE service should plan on attend-
ing RE May 13th, May 20th, and/or May 27th. 
There will be lots of roles for different comfort 
levels and I hope all children/youth who are able 
to will participate!  
 

RE Registration 
 

Have you registered your children for the 
2018/2019 church year? We have a new paper-
less system and you will only have to register 
once! Click the link or scan the code to access 
the new form.  
https://goo.gl/forms/66ll48Bwk3ieGPFh2 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/66ll48Bwk3ieGPFh2
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A big thank you to the Ministerial Search Committee for all of the work that they have done.  Many 
hours have been spent to find the best possible candidate for our Congregation. How best can we 
honor the work of the Ministerial Search Committee and thank them for their work? By taking the 
time to meet our Ministerial Candidate, Rev. Susanne Intriligator. Attend one of the events sched-
uled by the Search Committee and definitely plan to attend the services on May 13 and 20 to hear 
her preach.  
Voting to call a minister carries the responsibility of each voter to be well informed and to exercise 
due diligence.   
 
Please make time during Candidating Week, May 11-May 20, to get to know our candidate, do 
your due diligence, so that at the special meeting after worship service on May 20 when it’s time to 
vote, you are well informed. 
 
If you can’t be present for the vote at the special meeting, our bylaws provide for an Absentee Bal-
lot option. Voters’ responsibilities for due diligence apply here also; any questions about this should 
be directed to our interim minister Rev. Anita and/or to a Board member. Absentee Ballots are 
available by written request to our Registrar, Nancy Nichols. 
 
Thanks again to our Ministerial Search Committee. We are looking forward to Candidating Week 
and getting to know Rev. Susanne Intriligator! 
 

 

This year the Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church has been exploring the theme of Diversity 

through the topics of Age; Ability; Race, Power and Privilege; Money; and Gender. This exploration 

has happened in the children’s classes as well as in our Sunday services and in adult program-

ming. The children created prayer flags to express their desire to live in a world where differences 

are welcome and appreciated. On Sunday, April 22, 2018, they carried the rope from which the 

prayer flags hang outdoors to the façade of our church and raised the prayer flags high across the 

façade. The prayer flags remind us that when our children speak for diversity, inclusion and valuing 

difference, their voices will be heard. 

 

MUUC Board News 

Prayer Flags- Sunday, April 22 
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Interactive History Luncheon: On Sunday, May 6 after church, the Transition Team will host a 

luncheon in the Supper Room. All are invited to come listen and share as we explore how our histo-

ry has formed who we are and who we are called to be as a church. As we prepare for the next 

chapter in our church history, a set of questions will spark discussions at each table, and all will be 

encouraged to add to our MUUC timeline. Lunch will be provided; contributions of desserts wel-

comed! Sign up in Parish Hall or email: transitionteams@melroseuu.org. Please let us know if 

childcare is needed. 

Giving Beyond Our Walls  

Eleven years ago the MUUC Board proposed an initiative titled "Giving Beyond Our Walls."  By donating half of our  
non-pledge plate offerings, we have supported the work of many worthy causes in our greater community.  

This year we will be using our Topic Teams to select recipients for our Giving Beyond Our Walls 
(GBOW) program.  The recipients will be related to the topic we are exploring. Our topics for ex-
ploring diversity this year are: Ability, Age, Race Power and Privilege, Money, and Gender.   
 

 

If you would like to be part of a Topic Team or part of the RE Consulting Team to that topic, please 
contact transitionteams@melroseuu.org. 
 

North Shore Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Youth (nAGLY)  

is the recipient of May’s Collections 

nAGLY is a safe, welcoming place for LGBTQ youth in the North Shore area. Located in downtown 
Salem, nAGLY welcomes youth who may face harassment, violence, homelessness, or isolation, 
and assists them in reaching their full potential while promoting safe and healthy practices. Pro-
grams include regular support meetings, leadership trainings, social and cultural events, and ac-
tions to defend and enhance the civil and human rights of this community.  Weekly programming 

topics range from safe sex, healthy relationships, bullying, and coming out, to lighter matters such 
as poetry slams, heritage night, world spirituality, open mic events, and game nights or movie 
nights. For more information, or to donate directly, visit https://www.nagly.org/. 

Giving Beyond Our Walls is our way of sharing our collection plate.  All money in the collection 
plate that is not specifically designated as a pledge payment is divided equally between the church 
and the designated recipient. 

Interactive History Luncheon-Sunday, May 6 

mailto:transitionteams@melroseuu.org
mailto:transitionteams@melroseuu.org
https://www.nagly.org/
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Fellowship News 
 

 

 

MUUC Annual Talent Show! 
 

On Saturday, May 5, at 7:00pm. the Annual MUUC All-Ages Talent Show is coming at you!  

We are looking for musicians, singers, poets, joke tellers, magicians, and any other performers to 

fill the stage at our annual night of “I had no idea he could do that!” and “Who knew she was so tal-

ented?!” 

 

This year we would like to invite Visual Artists to participate, as well! If you have a drawing, photo-

graphs, a piece of fabric or knitted art, a ceramic or clay piece, a Lego creation, or anything else 

you would like to submit as part of our showcase of MUUC talent - please let us know in advance. 

The art can be displayed on portable bulletin boards or on tables on the side of the Parish Hall. 

There is a sign-up sheet for performers in Parish Hall.  

 
 

Please join us as an artist and/or performer, or as a member of the audience. Cinco de Mayo-

themed refreshments will be served. Please bring a dessert to share. A good time is guaranteed 

for all! For more info, contact Jane Foley or Mary Beth Griscom: fellowship@melroseuu.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Sunday Picnic 
 
Please join us on Sunday, June 17, at 10:30am., for our Closing Sunday and See Y’All in Septem-

ber picnic at Greenwood Park in Stoneham (across from the Stoneham Zoo). We will have a short 

closing service, and then share a potluck brunch. Please bring your own re-usable plates, cups 

and cutlery, and serving dishes and utensils. Drinks will be provided. 

 

mailto:fellowship@melroseuu.org
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Green Sanctuary 

 

 
 

Bread of Life (BOL) 2018  

Dear MUUC BOL volunteers, 

Help is needed to organize  the remaining 2018 BOL dinners.  For more info 

or to volunteer contact Kathy:  kfoulser@gmail.com  

Thursday, May 31  (Organizer: Kathy F.) 
 

Friday, July 6  

Thursday, August 30  
 

Friday, October 5 

Thursday, November 29 

Note that due to the sale of the American Legion Hall in Malden, there will be a change of ven-

ue.  All Friday dinners are still at the First Baptist Church in Malden, but beginning in 

April, Thursday dinners will be at the Salvation Army Hall, 213 Main Street, Malden.  

MELROSE  and BEYOND 
 
         As some retail stores in the city of MELROSE prepare to divest themselves of single-use 
plastic shopping bags, many other communities -cities and countries around the world -are doing 
the same. 
 
         BRITAIN - London's famous Borough Market is aiming  to be Britain's first plastic-free shop-
ping destination.   Market management is pushing to have all 114 traders located there to use 
only biodegradable  and compostable  packaging in an effort to reach zero-waste landfill. 
 
         BHUTAN - The 'Plastic Roads' (or Green Roads) initiative in Bhutan involves a public-
private partnership:  a construction company, the new recycling plant, and the public sector, to 
reduce plastic waste -a growing problem there.  Plastic waste will be mixed with bitumen for high-
way blacktop.  The plan will also reduce             bitumen imports from India. 
 
         KENYA - This country now has one of the toughest bans in the world on plastic bags.  A 
new law aims to eliminate these "everywhere" items which clog oceans and kill marine life.  The 
rule will punish manufacturers, importers, or sellers of plastic bags with heavy fines or possible 
prison terms.  Kenyan shoppers use an estimated 100 million plastic bags per year. 
 
         VANUATU - The Council of Ministers in this small South Pacific nation has banned the 
manufacture and importing of single-use plastic bags. Only bags made of biodegradable plastics 
will be allowed on all of the nation's 80-plus islands. 
 
Phyllis  Carr/ Green Sanctuary Committee 

mailto:kfoulser@gmail.com


9 

 

 

Denial 
Saturday, May 26, 2018 

7:00 pm 
Melrose UU Church parlor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every day our changing climate pushes us closer to an environmental catastrophe, for 
most the problem is easy to ignore. As people we often find it difficult to face change; we’d 
rather be in denial. 
 
David Hallquist, CEO of a small Vermont utility, made it his mission to take on one of the 
US’s largest contributors to this global crisis, our outdated and vulnerable electric grid. Un-
der David’s leadership, his utility was one of the first to implement a smart grid. 
 
But when his filmmaker son, Derek, tries to tell his father’s story, the film is soon derailed 
by a staggering family secret, one that forces Derek and David to turn their attention toward 
a much more personal struggle, one that can no longer be denied. 
 
 
Save the date for the last film in our series: 
 

Saturday, June 9, 2018 7:00 pm   
 

How to Let Go of the World and Love All the Things Climate Can't Change 
 

All movies are FREE and Open to the Public  

GreenSanctuary Environmental Justice Film Series 

https://truecostmovie.com
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The MUUC Gender, Identity & Orientation Topic Team & Queer 
Soup Theater present: 

THE PINEAPPLE PROJECT 
 

Saturday, May 12 at 10:00 am (in Melrose UU Church's Parish Hall) 
A play for kids 3-8 and their grown-ups 

 
“Boys can’t be princesses!” Or can they? This colorful and engaging original play follows 
the friendship of two young people as they explore ideas and expectations about gender. 
Kids and grownups alike are invited to laugh along, and to join the conversation about how 
we can all be who we truly are. 
The event is free and open to the public, and any donations will go to Queer Soup. 
  

See www.queersouptheater.org for more information about The Pineapple Project 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Gender and Orientation Topic team invites the MUUC community to 
read Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love and So Much 
More, a memoir by transgender journalist and activist Janet Mock. A discussion of 
the book will be held Tuesday, May 29 at 7:00pm in Parish Hall. 

 
 

Gender Topic Team 

http://www.queersouptheater.org
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More Gender Topic Team News 

Community Forum 
 
Expanding the Box: How Communities Can Support LGBTQ and Gender Noncon-
forming Youth   
 
Co-sponsored by MUUC and the Melrose Alliance Against Violence 
 
Tuesday, May 8 from 7:00-9:00 pm at MUUC in Parish Hall 
 
 An interactive dialogue including stories from and experiences of students, fami-

lies and community members 
 

 Open to all ages 

 Includes a brief presentation, panel discussion and Q & A on how best to support 
LGBTQ and gender nonconforming children 

 

 Moderated by Jason Wheeler of the MA Department of Education’s Safe Schools 
Program. 

 

 Panelists include Mimi Lemay, parent/advocate; Nathan Tasker, LGBTQ student 
from Melrose High School; Steve Harrington, Director of the North Shore Alliance 
for Gay, Lesbian and Transgender Youth (nAGLY) and Dani Patrick, an expert on 
LGBTQ youth and relationship. 

 

 Free and open to the public. No registration required. 
 
For more information contact Rebecca Mooney at info@maav.org 
 
 

 

 

mailto:info@maav.org
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             Tips From IT About Stay Connected with MUUC! 

 

Dear Members of Melrose UU, 
  
In the beginning of September 2017 we changed the way the"Congregation@melroseuu.org" 
emails are sent out. After September 2017, Congregation emails can only be sent by a few 
administrators in the Church.  
  
However, there was one issue that has been a hardship for some Gmail users only. By default 
most emails now sent from the Congregation email address go into a Gmail user's "Promotions" 
folder. This behavior cannot be changed by us. However, it is fairly easy to fix this problem as 
follows: 
  
1)  Add the following "@melroseuu.org" email addresses to your Gmail (or Google) Contacts:  
  
congregation@melroseuu.org 

office@melroseuu.org 

minister@melroseuu.org 

president@melroseuu.org 

musicdirector@melroseuu.org 
dre@melroseuu.org 

  
2) In Gmail, instead of looking at your "Inbox" (also known as your "Primary" folder) for 
Congregational emails, look in your "Promotions" folder. You'll find your Congregational emails 
in that "Promotions" folder. 
  
Here's how you're going to teach Gmail to send those emails to your Inbox instead. 
  
Drag-and-drop any "@melroseuu.org" emails (any from those 6 email addresses noted above) 
that you find in your "Promotions" folder, into your "Inbox" (or "Primary" folder).When you drag 
one of your emails from the "Promotions" folder to your Inbox, Gmail will ask whether it should 
always deliver emails from that email address to your inbox (or "Primary" folder). Just say 
"Yes". 
 

Check out our official MUUC Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/MelroseUU/  and our 
website: https://www.melroseuu.org/ 

MUUC’s website “Member login”  

If you are interested in having access to MUUC’s Member’s Only page, send an email to our 
Church Administrator, Stephanie at: office@melroseuu.org An email will then be sent to you so 

that you can set-up your own password.  

The Member login will allow you access to Board Meeting minutes, Annual Report and other 
important documents. Please note, you must be a MUUC Church  Member to get access. A 
Church Member is someone who has made a recorded up-to-date financial contribution and 
has signed the MUUC membership book.  

 

mailto:Congregation@melroseuu.org
http://melroseuu.org/
mailto:congregation@melroseuu.org
mailto:office@melroseuu.org
mailto:minister@melroseuu.org
mailto:president@melroseuu.org
mailto:musicdirector@melroseuu.org
mailto:dre@melroseuu.org
http://melroseuu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseUU/
https://www.melroseuu.org/
mailto:office@melroseuu.org
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Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church    
70 West Emerson Street 
Melrose, Massachusetts 02176-3128 
 
  Address Service Requested 
 
Please note:  
 If you do not wish to receive this 
 newsletter, please let us know. 
 

 
The Lightbearer  
 
Published monthly. 
 

 
DATED MATERIAL    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTICE TO THE CONGREGATION 
The 2018 Annual Meeting of  the 

Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church 
will be held on 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

All are welcome to attend 
Please Note: Only Voting Members* of  the church may vote at the Annual Meeting. 
  
* A voting member of  the Church is a Member who is entitled to vote at an Annual or 
Special Meeting of  the Church.  A Member becomes a Voting Member by making a 
recorded financial contribution within a period of  twenty-four months preceding the 

Special Meeting and prior to that Special Meeting by at least 30 days. 


