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The Lightbearer 

  
 

Reflections from Rev. Anita 

“Love doesn’t change the world…But it changes the lover.”  John Dufresne 
 
In anticipation of my birthday coming up this summer, my son asked me to go through the 

old photos and send him some pictures of me from different times in my life, so he could create a 
video loop of them. 
 
I dragged out all the old photo albums I could find.  Flipping through the pages transported me back 
to used-to-be times, old friends who have moved or changed, beloved relatives now deceased, 
beautiful, vibrant children now gown up with children of their own.  So many wonderful memories.  
Looking at all those faces, I recalled the times of joy and sorrow, struggle and growing, love and 
laughter that we had shared, by which I had been changed. 
   
It was especially poignant to be looking at those reminders amid preparation for one more loss, one 
more good bye, one more moving on. 
 
This is my last Lightbearer column.  Over the next three weeks we will have our last worship 
services together, our last meetings, our last events, our final hugs and smiles through misty eyes.  
I can feel how deeply I have loved you, shared your dreams and the journey that moved them 
forward.  And I remembered the words of John Dufresne: “Love doesn’t change the world…But it 
changes the lover.” 
 
We loved ourselves into being, you and me, into being the best selves we knew how.  We have 
been changed over the past two years we’ve shared, through the ministry we crafted and the lives 
we lived in the doing of it.  Maybe we didn’t change the whole world, but we certainly changed the 
part of it that we inhabit.  And that is no small thing. 
 
We have lived joyfully and adventurously, learned that risks are necessary for real growth, and 
forgiveness is necessary for engaging learning opportunities.  We learned that teamwork is a 
deeper more meaningful way to sustain congregational life, than solo heroism.  And we learned all 
this by being curious, open, and engaged- together. 
 
Together we have prepared ourselves for the next new thing- you to embrace your new minister, 
Rev. Susanne, and me to embrace my new congregation, the Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist 
Church, in Portland, Maine. 
 
Dear ones of the Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church, you have been a blessing on me. Thank 
you for the honor of being your minister. I know you will lavish the same blessings of welcome and 
partnership on Rev. Susanne, when she arrives this summer. 

 
With bushels of blessings on your journey forward, 

  Rev. Anita❤ 
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Music Notes  
Tara Tresner-Kirsch, Music Director 

This summer I will not only be putt-
ering in the garden and enjoying 
plenty of outdoor meals, I will also 
be continuing to work towards Music 
Leadership Certification. (This is a 
program run through the UUA and UUMN Musi-
cians’ Network). It’s a year-round process for 
three years, but my work towards certification 
intensifies in the late spring through fall. 
 
I’m already deep into pre-course assignments 
that are due in the months before we meet to-
gether in conjunction with annual conference in 
Portland, OR at the end of July. This year, topics 
of culture and diversity are at the forefront of the 
curriculum. 
 
Our Diversity topics at MUUC this church year 
now ending, are just the beginning. Thank you 
for forging ahead in this ongoing and important 
work. I hope you will consider how to process 
what you’ve learned and transform it into sustain-
able actions.  
 
For me, exploring Diversity together has alit a fire 
in me to truly prioritize making our music togeth-
er attentive to the continuing struggles of people 
with less privilege, power, and access. In many 
ways, I now have more questions and even few-
er answers, but they mostly boil down to just a 
handful of related concepts: 
 
Access — Who is able to participate in music at 

MUUC? How can we make it accessible for a 
wider range of people? 

Relationships — What is our relationship with 
people who are different from ourselves? How 
can we improve and deepen those relation-
ships? 

Respect — Are our actions respecting the worth 
and dignity of all human beings? Does the way 
we use music at MUUC respect the tradition 
and people it comes from? 

Power — Who is benefiting from what we do? 
For example, who is receiving money when we 
purchase a piece of music? 

 
 

How does the contemplation of these concepts 
and questions relate to the greater mission of 
meeting and feeding the spiritual needs of the 
people of MUUC? How can these questions in-
form our practices and transform MUUC into a 
place that builds better relationships between a 
wider variety of people. 
 
I recently watched several hours of on-line mate-
rials related to worship, race, and cultural appro-
priation. In one such video, Julica Hermann de la 
Fuente said something like the following: 
 
“It’s not simple. And I think that desire for simplic-
ity and getting it right is part of white supremacy 
culture. If I get it right then I will be good and I 
will be okay. And I will be absolved. I am not a 
bad white person.” 
 
What is our ultimate goal in doing this work? It 
cannot be “getting it right” — that’s not sustaina-
ble or realistic.  
 
There are so many reasons that folks have stat-
ed that diversity matters to them this year. This is 
empowering and amazing. How can we work to 
sustain this work as a community and not get 
bogged down in our own egos? 
 
Maybe it starts by asking more questions and 
giving fewer answers. What do you think? 
 

In song, 

Tara 

 

musicdirector@melroseuu.org 
 
 
MUUC Music Calendar 
Every Week: 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. - Adult Choir (unless otherwise 
noted) in Sanctuary 
 
This Month: 
June 3

rd
 : Morning Song, 9:30 a.m. in Sanctuary 

(No Choir) 
June 3

rd
 : Choir End-of-Year Potluck, 5:30 p.m. 

(Off-Site) 

mailto:musicdirector@melroseuu.org
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Religious Education News 
Katie Camire, Religious Education Professional 

Register Now for  
2018/2019 Religious Education 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 Ways to Access the Online Registration Form 

 

1. Scan the code above with your phone* 

2. Go to the following link: https://goo.gl/

forms/66ll48Bwk3ieGPFh2 

3. Follow the link in the midweek update 

4. Find the link on the church website under the 

Religious Education tab. 

 
*Your phone camera may be able to do this au-
tomatically. Try opening your camera and scan-
ning it over the code in good light. If that doesn’t 

work you may need a separate app. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RE Committee and I have been working 

hard on what next year will look like and I am re-

ally excited about what we have come up with!  

 

 Here are a couple highlights:We will continue 

the model started this year where the kids 

and adults are exploring the same topics & 

themes. 

 The youth program will be rebooted with en-

gaging and meaningful program plans for 

Middle School and High School Youth 

  Coming of Age program for High School 

Youth 

 Introduction of new program for Middle 

School Youth 

 Service and Social activities for both 

 

If you have not yet registered your family for next 

year please do so as soon as possible! Knowing 

who is committed to next year’s program will aid 

in our planning  

 

There are lots of ways to get involved for next 

year! From helping to refresh the classrooms 

over the summer to volunteering to work directly 

with our children and youth. Please contact Katie 

dre@melroseuu.org to find out more! 

https://goo.gl/forms/66ll48Bwk3ieGPFh2
https://goo.gl/forms/66ll48Bwk3ieGPFh2
mailto:dre@melroseuu.org
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Tuesday, June 5, 7:30pm, All-Church Calendaring 
If you or your group wishes to schedule something that will use MUUC space or engage 
members of the congregation for the coming 2018-2019 church year, please be sure that 
your group or program is represented at this meeting.  
 
This meeting is where and how together we conceive of the arc of the church year and how each 
event or program best fits into it. The collaboration is essential to smooth and effective church life.  
As we learned last year, through this process new ideas are sparked and surfaced and surprising 
changes or re-directions can be embraced. 
 
There will be calendar sheets posted for every month of the church year.  Come prepared to identi-
fy and describe your events so that together we can best position them.  
 

Chuck Foley will send details to the Council, Board, and Property lists. Any questions?  If you plan 
on attending or you have any questions email Chuck at: vicepresident@melroseuu.org or ask Rev. 
Anita, or talk to someone who participated last year.  There was a lot of laughter and good cheer.  
When we were finished we were all excited about what we were planning for the year ahead. 

 
 

Melrose UU Church -  Among the top sellers of Equal Exchange for 2017! 
 
MUUC was recognized for being in the top 5% of Equal Exchange sales of all Faith Based groups 
(Out of 6000 nationwide) for 2017.  All Equal Exchange products are Fair Trade, meaning the 
grower receives a fair price for his/her goods. The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee do-
nates a portion of every Equal Exchange sale to the UUSC Small Farmer Fund. 
 

Stock up for the summer. Coffee, teas and chocolates will be sold in coffee hour on Sunday, June 
3.   

All-Church Calendaring Tuesday, June 5 

Equal Exchange News 
 

mailto:vicepresident@melroseuu.org?subject=Calendaring%20Meeting
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What a wonderful year of Fellowship at MUUC! We had a Trivia and Pub Night, a Chili & Chowder 
Cook-off, a couple of Game Nights, an Auction, and a Talent Show, all of which were fun and well-
attended. Thank you, everyone! 
 
We look forward to seeing what the new co-chairs, Laura Morin and Barbara Lambiaso, and the 
committee do next year!  
 
Please join us on Sunday, June 17, at 10:30am, for our Closing Sunday picnic at Greenwood 
Park in Stoneham - across from the Stone Zoo and in the loop of the Crystal Springs Trail, 
which the church adopted as part of our Green Sanctuary Program. We will have a short 
closing service, and then share a potluck brunch. Please bring your own reusable plates, 
cups, cutlery, serving dishes, and utensils. Drinks will be provided. 
 
Hope to see you over the summer! 
 
In fellowship and love, 
 
Jane & Mary Beth 

Giving Beyond Our Walls  

Eleven years ago the MUUC Board proposed an initiative titled "Giving Beyond Our Walls."  By donating half of our  
non-pledge plate offerings, we have supported the work of many worthy causes in our greater community.  

This year we will be using our Topic Teams to select recipients for our Giving Beyond Our Walls 
(GBOW) program.  The recipients will be related to the topic we are exploring. Our topics for ex-
ploring diversity this year are: Ability, Age, Race Power and Privilege, Money, and Gender.   
 

 

If you would like to be part of a Topic Team or part of the RE Consulting Team to that topic, please 
contact transitionteams@melroseuu.org. 
 

VISIONS is the recipient of June’s Collections 

VISIONS is an agency that works with other organizations, such as the Winchester Multicultural 
Network, to promote diversity. Their mission is to equip individuals, organizations, and communities 
with the tools needed to thrive in a diverse world; to remove structural and cultural barriers that pre-
vent full and equitable participation, and to help create environments where differences are recog-
nized, understood, appreciated, and utilized for the benefit of all. VISIONS offers intensive trainings 
locally and across the country. For more information or to donate to them directly: http://visions-
inc.org/ 
 
 
Giving Beyond Our Walls is our way of sharing our collection plate.  All money in the collection 
plate that is not specifically designated as a pledge payment is divided equally between the church 
and the designated recipient. 

Fellowship News 

mailto:transitionteams@melroseuu.org
http://visions-inc.org/
http://visions-inc.org/
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Notes from the Collector 
 

 

Notes from the Collector   

 

Just a reminder the new church year starts on July 1, 2018, which means the current church year 

ends on June 30.  As of the date this was submitted for the June Lightbearer, we have collected 

about 93% of our pledge goal for MUUC 2017-2018.  If you’re not sure if you have completed your 

pledge, you can reach me at collector@melroseuu.org.  The church mailbox will be checked regu-

larly throughout the summer and even though church expenses are lower in the summer, there are 

still bills to pay. 

 

We understand members and friends who are using automatic bank pay may still have one or 

more pledge contributions coming in. Bank pay works well for the church because the incoming 

pledges are spread out over the year and provide a predictable steady income.  If you are currently 

making an automatic pledge payment and you have changed your pledge for 2018-2019, please 

inform your bank of the change starting in July.  

 

If you’d like to consider setting up an automatic payment, the beginning of the new church year is a 

good time to do it.  Most people use a monthly payment, but you can do weekly, or biweekly, or 

whatever frequency works for you, just divide your annual pledge by the number of payments you 

expect to make for the church year.  You can ask your bank to remind you before each payment.   

 

The Church’s bank account is at the Melrose Bank at 638 Main Street. If you decide to set up an 

automatic bank payment, please ask the bank to mail the check directly to the church to make it 

easier for me to record your pledge contribution.  If you have any questions, please send me an 

email at collector@melroseuu.org   

 

Wishing everyone a happy and relaxing summer break. 

 

Mary Delahanty 

MUUC Collector 
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Denominational Affairs 

 

 
 

Bread of Life (BOL) 2018  
 

 

Help is needed to organize  the remaining 2018 BOL dinners.  For more info 

or to volunteer contact Kathy:  kfoulser@gmail.com  

Friday, July 6  

Thursday, August 30  
 

Friday, October 5 

Thursday, November 29 

Note that due to the sale of the American Legion Hall in Malden, there will be a change of ven-

ue.  All Friday dinners are still at the First Baptist Church in Malden, but beginning in 

April, Thursday dinners will be at the Salvation Army Hall, 213 Main Street, Malden.  

 

UUA Transitions to a New “Dues” Structure:  Annual Program Fund has a New Formula 
 

We UU’s we are used to hearing that one of our responsibilities as a member of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association of Congregations is to “pay dues” to both the UUA and the District (most 
recently the New England Region).  Our Melrose UU Church has been faithful in paying our an-
nual dues and being designated as an “Honor Congregation” of which we are proud.  These 
funds provide resources, programming and support to all of the congregations across the Associ-
ation.  Think OWL training, ministerial search assistance, the UU World publication and a myriad 
of other national programs from which we benefit. 
 

Historically, the formula was an annually set dollar amount (determined by the UUA and district) 
times the number of members reported to the UUA during its annual certification process.  A 
Task Force working for several years has been looking at whether membership was the most ap-
propriate measurement of a fair contribution to the work of the UUA since congregations have 
different definitions of membership. 
 

Beginning in the next fiscal year, we are being asked to support the UUA’s Annual Program Fund 
(APF) through a new formula that uses our certified expenditures – linking congregations to their 
ability to pay.  This will be a phased in formula but we expect to see increases of approximately 
10% for the next several years.  The Task Force believes that this new formula is most fair and 
responsive to the realities of congregational life while at the same time providing sustainable fi-
nancial support so that all of our congregations can be well served.  As our UUA President Su-
san Frederick-Gray states in a recent letter on the APF “We are called to be responsive and ro-
bust.  Our values are amplified powerfully by a well-funded UUA that is organized for impact.  We 
are called to recognize the reality of our interdependence.  Our mutual support makes us all 
stronger.  We need one another like never before”. 
 

In fellowship, 
 

Nancy Nichols, for Denominational Affairs 

mailto:kfoulser@gmail.com
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How to Let Go of the World and Love All the 
Things Climate Can't Change 

 
Saturday, June 9, 2018 

7:00 pm 
Melrose UU Church parlor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In How to Let Go of the World and Love All The Things Climate Can't Change, Oscar Nomi-
nated director Josh Fox (GASLAND) continues in his deeply personal style, investigating climate 
change – the greatest threat our world has ever known. Traveling to 12 countries on 6 continents, 
the film acknowledges that it may be too late to stop some of the worst consequences and asks, 
what is it that climate change can’t destroy? What is so deep within us that no calamity can take it 
away?   
Josh Fox’s new film is unlike any other you’ve ever seen on climate change - beautiful, poignant, 
important! 
 
http://www.howtoletgomovie.com/ 

 

FREE and Open to the Public  

GreenSanctuary Environmental Justice Film Series 

http://www.howtoletgomovie.com/
https://truecostmovie.com
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             Tips From IT About Stay Connected with MUUC! 

 

Dear Members of Melrose UU, 
  
In the beginning of September 2017 we changed the way the"Congregation@melroseuu.org" 
emails are sent out. After September 2017, Congregation emails can only be sent by a few 
administrators in the Church.  
  
However, there was one issue that has been a hardship for some Gmail users only. By default 
most emails now sent from the Congregation email address go into a Gmail user's "Promotions" 
folder. This behavior cannot be changed by us. However, it is fairly easy to fix this problem as 
follows: 
  
1)  Add the following "@melroseuu.org" email addresses to your Gmail (or Google) Contacts:  
  
congregation@melroseuu.org 

office@melroseuu.org 

minister@melroseuu.org 

president@melroseuu.org 

musicdirector@melroseuu.org 
dre@melroseuu.org 

  
2) In Gmail, instead of looking at your "Inbox" (also known as your "Primary" folder) for 
Congregational emails, look in your "Promotions" folder. You'll find your Congregational emails 
in that "Promotions" folder. 
  
Here's how you're going to teach Gmail to send those emails to your Inbox instead. 
  
Drag-and-drop any "@melroseuu.org" emails (any from those 6 email addresses noted above) 
that you find in your "Promotions" folder, into your "Inbox" (or "Primary" folder).When you drag 
one of your emails from the "Promotions" folder to your Inbox, Gmail will ask whether it should 
always deliver emails from that email address to your inbox (or "Primary" folder). Just say 
"Yes". 
 

Check out our official MUUC Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/MelroseUU/  and our 
website: https://www.melroseuu.org/ 

MUUC’s website “Member login”  

If you are interested in having access to MUUC’s Member’s Only page, send an email to our 
Church Administrator, Stephanie at: office@melroseuu.org An email will then be sent to you so 

that you can set-up your own password.  

The Member login will allow you access to Board Meeting minutes, Annual Report and other 
important documents. Please note, you must be a MUUC Church  Member to get access. A 
Church Member is someone who has made a recorded up-to-date financial contribution and 
has signed the MUUC membership book.  

 

mailto:Congregation@melroseuu.org
http://melroseuu.org/
mailto:congregation@melroseuu.org
mailto:office@melroseuu.org
mailto:minister@melroseuu.org
mailto:president@melroseuu.org
mailto:musicdirector@melroseuu.org
mailto:dre@melroseuu.org
http://melroseuu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseUU/
https://www.melroseuu.org/
mailto:office@melroseuu.org
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With a tremendous outpouring of support, the Melrose UU Church voted to call Rev. Dr. 
Susanne Intriligator to be our next minister, and it was with joyful hearts that we heard she 
had accepted our call! 
 
Over the course of more than a week, the members of MUUC had many opportunities to 
meet and talk with Rev. Susanne – and share a LOT of food! She learned a lot about us, 
as we did about her. 
 
A warm welcome from the Melrose UU Church to Rev. Susanne, her husband James, and 
their children Eli, Lily, and Theo. 
 
Much will be taking place over the summer, as MUUC transitions to a new ministry. The 
fall will bring excitement, wonder, and continued good works. 
 
A huge “Thank You” to our Search Committee for their time and dedication and their love 
for the church: Eric L., Erin H-A., Dan F., Dan G., Cathy S., Randall G., and Carol F-V. 


