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Prop. 2 1/2 override and One Melrose 

The proposal for Melrose to override Massachusetts’ “Proposition 2 1/2” 
constraint on property taxes affects MUUC members who are residents of the 
City of Melrose directly in several ways. For all of us, it is important because it 
involves the right of conscience and the use of the democratic process in our 
society - the Fifth Principle of Unitarian Universalism.


The Board is consulted occasionally by church members about various 
involvement the church may have in political issues (e.g. use of space for 
events, presenting information in coffee hour, etc.). We think that members 
ought to be able to express their beliefs and positions on issues, including of a 
political nature, and we tend to support members’ ability to do so. We practice 
care regarding constraints to which we are subject as a house of worship, such 
as not expressing an official endorsement of a candidate for office. We do allow 
some politically oriented activities within our walls, such as distributing 
information or garnering support. That means that we do not have a 
comprehensive policy that governs every possible case of such activity. We 
recognize our responsibility to exercise good judgement as trusted servants of 
the congregation. In some cases, with deliberation and sensitivity to minority 
views among us, we may express support for an issue or cause. An example of 
this was our outright support for Massachusetts ballot question 3 in 2018 - 
Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination Initiative. We felt this was completely 
consistent with our status as a Welcoming Congregation and not subject to 
controversy.


For the upcoming override question, we encourage our members, especially 
Melrose voters, to be as well informed as possible. We are inclined to consider 
requests to facilitate activities toward that end. We want members to feel free to 
express advocacy as well as to seek and provide information in this case. We 

https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/5th


also want to ensure respect for minority views; we think this is consistent with 
our Fifth Principle.


I welcome any feedback or insight from anyone about the matter of MUUC 
involvement in this, or any, such issue.



