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Reflections from Rev. Susanne  

June 2019: Beauty Carries Us 
 
The philosopher Blaise Pascal wrote, “In difficult times, carry something 
beautiful in your heart.”  
 
Like the photos in a soldier’s pocket or a prisoner with a dried flower, we need to keep beauty 
close, especially in times that try our souls. Do you have a special object or image that grounds 
you? Maybe it’s a stone or a shell, a poem or a memory of a special place.  
Beauty holds us, strengthens us, empowers us.  Beauty shows us that the universe was meant for 
us, to notice and appreciate and enjoy. When all else fails, when things fall apart, we can call up 
beauty and remember. 
 
As a spiritual exercise this month, spend some time thinking about a source of beauty that sustains 
you. And then pick one action that will help you carry it with you in a more consistent way.  
 
In Worship this June: 

June 2: explore Beauty with Rev. Susanne 

June 9: Multigenerational Flower Communion, our last service of the year in the Sanctuary. Bring a 

flower! 

June 16: End-of-year picnic at Greenwood Park, Stoneham 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.melroseuu.org/annual-church-picnic-sunday-june-16-2019/
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Music News 
Tara Tresner-Kirsch,  Music Director 

The true beauty of music is that it connects peo-
ple. It carries a message, and we, the musicians, 
are the messengers. 
  — Roy Ayers  
 
Thank you to all the music-makers at MUUC this 
year:  
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
choir at one time or as foundational members — 
Martha Borkan, Liz Brodeur, Cindy Cunningham, 
Joan Cutter, Karen Gabler, Randall Grometstein, 
Beth Harris, Mary Hildebrand, Cory Mann, Re-
becca Mooney, Jeff Morrison, John Pustell, Mary 
Lou Sang, Josh Shortlidge, Jim Tozza, Sandy 
Tozza, Jennie Wengrovius.  
 
To those of you who played instruments or sang 
in contexts outside of the choir — Mike Aldrich, 
Beth Harris, Kathy Keleher, Tom Kurz Alastair 
Moock, Kris Rodolico, Paul Rutz, Jennie Wen-
grovius, and those I know I’ve inadvertently left 
out.  
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in Morn-
ing Song, Community Singing Night, the Song 
Leading Workshop, or simply raised their voices 
in song in worship. 
 
You have dared to be connected to other human 
beings through music. That is a beautiful thing. 
 

Thank you. 
 
In gratitude, 

Tara 

(musicdirector@melroseuu.org) 

 
Save-the-Date: Choir Retreat! 
September 7th, 9:30am-2:30pm 
 
Our annual fall choir retreat is a great time to 
begin singing in the choir. There will be time for 
looking ahead toward the year to come, through 
song and conversation. There will also be time to 
get to know each other and be in community with 
each other. All voices are welcome! 
 

 

Morning Song June 2,  9:45a.m., Orange 
Classroom  

At Morning Song we sink into a few short, medi-
tative songs with a few minutes of silence in be-
tween.  
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May Highlights 
Coming of Age Sunday: Our  
High School Youth presented their  
credo statements and the  
congregation affirmed their  
Ongoing commitment to the  
support of their spiritual journey.  
I am incredibly proud of our youth.  
 
RE Sunday: A fantastic  
multigenerational service where our young peo-
ple shared some of the elements of their RE ex-
perience this year.  

 
Next Year: 
The RE Team and I have been busy looking 
ahead to next year and I am excited about how 
the year is looking so far.  
Sunday Mornings 
We will continue having age segregated classes 
for Pre-K through 6th grade approximately 2 
Sundays a month.  
 Pre-K - 1st Grade: Spirit Play with stories re-

lated to the Soul Matters themes & other 
messages the church is engaging with 

 2nd-4th Grade: Free to Believe, an interactive 
hands-on exploration of our Principles and 
Sources 

 5th & 6th Grade: Crossing Paths, the Soul 
Matters curricula for developing interfaith un-
derstanding 

 

We will have a Multigenerational Service approxi-
mately once a month where we will all worship 
together.  
 

Approximately once a month we will have a multi

-age activity for all children and youth. We are 

looking into partnering with the Social Justice 

and Service oriented ministries in the church to 

provide opportunities for deepening faith that 

calls us to respond to injustice. We will also in-

clude some opportunities for exploring Spiritual 

Practices and other creative, worshipful experi-

ences. 

 

   June:    
   Saturday, June 1: High  
   School Youth trip to Rock- 
   port  
   Sunday, June 2: Nursery  
   Open; Special RE Pre-K to 
   2nd grade meet in group;  
   3rd-5th grade meet in group; 
   Middle School Youth meet  
   for final Crossing Paths 
Summit Day to the Kurukulla Center and closing 
celebration 
Sunday, June 9: Nursery Open; Flower Com-

munion Multigenerational Service 

 
Youth Programming 
7th & 8th Grade will be offered Our Whole Lives 
a cornerstone UU curriculum, providing compre-
hensive, accurate, and age-appropriate infor-
mation about sexuality and health- based on val-
ues of self worth, sexual health, responsibility, 
and justice & inclusivity. 
 

9th-12th Grade will have an opportunity to build a 
youth group together with the adult advisor team. 
High School Youth Group experiences will in-
clude opportunities for: developing leadership; 
connecting with peers, the congregation, and the 
wider UU community; deepening spirituality; ser-
vice and social justice actions; and more 
 

Interested in Volunteering? 
We would love to have you join us! 

 

Contact Katie for more information 
(dre@melroseuu.org) 

 

 

 

Religious Education News 
Katie Camire, Religious Education Professional 

 
 

 

mailto:dre@melroseuu.org
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Tuesday, June 4, 7:30pm, All-Church Calendaring 

If you or your group wishes to schedule something that will use MUUC space or engage 
members of the congregation for the coming 2019-2020 church year, please be sure that 
your group or program is represented at this meeting. 

This meeting is where and how together we conceive of the arc of the church year and how each 
event or program best fits into it. The collaboration is essential to smooth and effective church 
life.  As we learned last year, through this process new ideas are sparked and surfaced and sur-
prising changes or re-directions can be embraced. 

There will be calendar sheets posted for every month of the church year.  Come prepared to identi-
fy and describe your events so that together we can best position them. 

If you plan on attending or you have any questions email Dan Griscom 
at: vicepresident@melroseuu.org or talk to someone who participated in previous years.  There 
was a lot of laughter and good cheer.  When we were finished we were all excited about what we 
were planning for the year ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUUC gives half its weekly collection (except checks marked "pledge") to a designated charity. 

June’s funds will go to Trustees of Reservations. 

 

“The Trustees of Reservations preserve, for public use and enjoyment, properties of exceptional 

scenic, historic, and ecological value in Massachusetts.” This organization includes more than 

100,000 people like you who love the outdoors, who love the distinctive charms of New England, 

and who believe in celebrating and protecting them, for everyone, forever. Together with neigh-

bors, they protect the distinct character of our communities and inspire a commitment to our spe-

cial places. Their passion is to share with everyone the irreplaceable natural and cultural treasures 

we care for. For more information about or to donate to them directly:  http://www.thetrustees.org/   

All-Church Calendaring  

Giving Beyond Our Walls  

Twelve years ago the MUUC Board proposed an initiative titled "Giving Beyond Our Walls."  By donating half of our  
non-pledge plate offerings, we have supported the work of many worthy causes in our greater community.  

mailto:vicepresident@melroseuu.org
http://www.thetrustees.org/
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One day in the Church Office files I came across this letter and I thought it would be appropri-
ate for our last issue of the Lightbearer. It is interesting to see how far technology has 
changed in 25 years! 

From MUUC Archives 
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Green Sanctuary News 

We are celebrating the 10th Annual Environmental Justice Film Series  

presented by Melrose UU Church GreenSanctuary Committee.  

Please join us for our final film: 

 
Divide in Concord 

 
Saturday June 1, 7:00 pm in the Melrose UU Church parlor 

 
 
Divide in Concord is the entertaining tale of the battle of banning bot-
tled water in small town America. The year was 1775 in Concord, MA when colonists fired the infa-
mous ‘shot heard round the world’ that began the American Revolution. One hundred years later, 
the work of local resident Henry David Thoreau began the environmental movement. And now, the 
spirit of revolution has returned to town.  Jean Hill, a fiery 84-year-old widow presents a bylaw to 
ban the sale of single-serve plastic bottles at Town Meeting. If enacted, the law would be the first 
of its kind in the world.  But all are not in agreement with the ban. From the town that began Ameri-
ca and Environmentalism, springs a new Revolution. 

divideinconcord.com 

The movie is FREE and Open to the Public  

 

 
 
 
Dear MUUC congregation, 

 
Church leadership, staff, members & friends, and our minister always strive to communicate more 
effectively; this job is never done. Over the years it seems that most folks find email, with highlights 
and links to details, and social media to be more effective and convenient than single longer news-
letters. In fact, all of our official church communication is delivered this way, as well as via the 
Lightbearer. Those newer media also offer more flexibility and timelines.  
For those reasons, and also to better focus our staff and volunteer resources, the Lightbearer will 
be discontinued at the end of this church year.  
As always, please reach out directly to me with questions or concerns. And — please consider 
how you can help with the vital work to improve our communication.  
 
In service, 
 
Chuck Foley, MUUC Board president   

June 2019 Lightbearer -Final Publication 

The Lightbearer 

http://divideinconcord.com/
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Yesterday I read in "The Lightbearer" that it will soon cease publication.  With modern internet 
technology, we probably don't have the need of a monthly newsletter.  What now? 
     
 Following is a brief background about our unique and colorful gem of a newsletter.  When Bob 
and I first came to MUUC in 1980, the late Margaret Lorenz, a long-time member, was well into 
her lengthy tenure as editor of "The Lightbearer."  It was published every week.  She did the job 
lovingly, joyfully, and with remarkable sensitivity.  I often submitted columns to her; she edited 
them wisely.  She created a masterpiece, always including a column by the minister (as we still 
do) but also offering pithy quotations from other UU church newsletters, poetry, and witty apho-
risms.  Upcoming church events were described in enticing detail.  (At that time there were no 
computers.  We did not have mid-week updates, which I now think are a wonderful help in our 
communication.) 
      
Many of you remember the late Phil Pendleton, a member of MUUC for fifty years.  He stepped 
up to the plate as editor of "The Lightbearer" after Margaret's death.  He had stories to tell and 
brought his special touch, a blend of deep dedication to our church and an understated humor. 
      
While I was board president in the 1980's, I edited "The Lightbearer," still once a week.  Most 
Sunday afternoons I was at my dining room table.  I tried to keep in mind Phil's advice:  "Lighten 
up." 
       
At the beginning of this column, I asked:  "What now?"  Instead of our formal monthly "The 
Lightbearer," perhaps we could create a literary journal.  Members could contribute their own 
original writing (essays and poetry) or other people's writings or even art work. Would the minis-
ter like to contribute?  What do you think?  Would you like to be the editor or editors? 
      
n.b.  Have any of you who have perused our church history come up with information about how 
the name "The Lightbearer" originated and when it was started.  It was a long, long time ago. 
 
In friendship, 
Phyllis Blacklock 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Columnist-Phyllis Blacklock 
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Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church    
70 West Emerson Street 
Melrose, Massachusetts 02176-3128 
 
  Address Service Requested 
 
Please note:  
 If you do not wish to receive this 
 newsletter, please let us know. 
 

 
The Lightbearer  
 
Published monthly. 
 

 
DATED MATERIAL    

 

 
 

Quilters Donate 29 Artworks to Hospital 
On Friday, May 3, Nurse Kim Smith from the Tufts Medical Center Pediatrics 
Emergency Center came to MUUC to receive 29 quilts for the children who 
come to the hospital. Kim told us that the staff loves to choose a quilt that will 
match the personality of the child patient. At right: Nita Penfold, Janice Moore, 
Kathy Keleher, Joan Cutter, Martha Borkan, Kim Smith, and Mary Delahanty 
with a donated quilt.   
 


