
 

March 2020 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church,  
 

The past year has been an exciting one for our MUUC community. In our second full year with 

Reverend Susanne and our wonderful staff, our social justice ministry teams are making a meaningful 

difference in people’s lives. Our religious education program is thriving, this year featuring a standing-

room-only Our Whole Lives (OWL) program for our seventh and eighth graders. We have welcomed 17 

new church members in the past year, and our presence in the community at large is growing.  
 

As we celebrate these successes, we also look ahead at what we hope to sustain and grow in the 

coming year. We see our social justice ministries continuing to thrive, and perhaps expand. We see 

continued growth with RE and membership. We see improved compensation and benefits for our staff. 

We see upgrades to our building, inside and out. And we see the initiation of a long-term strategic 

planning initiative, to guide us in our future beyond next year.  
 

Like all UU churches, we are completely self-funded. Our combined pledges provide more than half of 
the income to fund our programs, pay our staff, and support our building. Our pledge drive goal this 
year is $200,000, a 9% increase from last year’s actual pledge total.  
 

In order to achieve our goals, we need everyone’s financial support. We don’t make this ask 
lightly. As you consider your commitment, think about what MUUC means to you and your family. Do 
you attend services regularly? What programs are you involved in? Do you have children in RE? 
Reflect on the spiritual value you and your family derive from our community.  
 

We suggest a pledge of 2-5% of your adjusted gross income (line 7 on your 1040 tax form) as starting 
guidance, but you can also refer to the attached color guidelines to help identify the level of support that 
is right for you. As a community, we consider our goals and these guidelines. As individuals, we each 
make decisions about our part. Every pledge matters. Every pledge makes a difference. 
 

Please complete and turn in your pledge form at our special Celebration Sunday service on March 
29th. If you plan to be away that day, please give or mail your pledge before then to our Collector, 
Christine Shirey, through the church office. 
 

Whatever the level of your ongoing financial support—in addition to the many other gifts you bring to 
our community—we thank you. Through our shared responsibility to our community and to one another, 
MUUC will continue to be a welcoming spiritual home and a principled leader in our community. We 
look forward to seeing where we go next.  
 

In Fellowship, 
 
 
Chuck Foley     Rev. Dr. Susanne Intriligator 
President, Board of Directors   Minister 
 


