
Order of Service December 24, 2021 

Christmas Eve 
PRELUDE Selection of Carols Aluna Herrera, harpist 

WELCOME  Rev. Dr. Susanne Intriligator 

CALL to WORSHIP  Rev. Susanne 

CAROL O Come All Ye Faithful!  MUUC Choir 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 
Chorus: 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
Lo, humble shepherds, hasting to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks in the fields, draw near. 
We, too, with gladness, thither bend our footsteps; 
 
Chorus 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
 
Chorus 
 

INTRODUCING THE CHRISTMAS STORY Rev. Susanne 

READING Luke 2:1-7 Ellie Ferris 

  



CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem Tara Tresner-Kirsch & Beth Harris 
  Paul Rutz, organ 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 
Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light, 
The hope and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth. 
And praises ring: from God they bring goodwill to all on earth. 
 
How silently, how silently the wonder is made known, 
When God imparts to human hearts the gift that is our own. 
No ear may hear that coming, but in this worldly din,  
When souls are truly humble, then the dear babe rests within.  
 

READING Luke 2:8-14 Paul Belfanti 

CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High MUUC Drop-In Choir 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Chorus: 
Glo-o-o-o-ri-a, in excelsis Deo! 
Glo-o-o-o-ri-a, in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
 
Chorus 

 

READING Luke 2:15-20 Lizzy Barber 

CAROL In the Bleak Midwinter Tara Tresner-Kirsch, voice 
  Beth Harris, recorder 
  Aluna Herrera, harp 

In the bleak midwinter frosty winds made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone, 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter long ago. 
     Lyrics Continued. 

  



Christ a homeless stranger, so the gospels say, 
Cradled in a manger and a bed of hay, 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed. 
Mary and her baby, Jesus Christ. 
 
Once more child and mother weave their magic spell, 
Touching hearts with wonder words can never tell, 
In the bleak midwinter, in this world of pain, 
Where our hearts are open, love is born again. 

READING Selections from Matthew 2:1-12 Doug Dick 

 
CAROL We Three Kings MUUC Choir 
  Amy Cooper-Ayles, solo 1 

Adrienne Wood, solo 2 
Randall Grometstein, solo 3 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts, we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 
Chorus:  
O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Frankincense to offer have I, incense crowns a deity nigh, 
Prayer and praising, all are raising, worshipping God most high. 
 
Chorus 
 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb. 
 
Chorus 
 
Born a babe on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again,  
Love forever, ceasing never, in our hearts to reign. 
 
Chorus 

  



STORY “The Wise Guys” by Leonard Wibberley Rev. Susanne 

OFFERTORY What Child is This? arranged by Samuel Mulligan Aluna Herrera, harp 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  Rev. Susanne 

SPREADING the LIGHT 
 

 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM Night of Silence by Daniel Cantor MUUC Choir 
  Paul Rutz, piano 
  Tara Tresner-Kirsch, cello 

Cold are the people, winter of life 
We tremble in shadows this cold endless night 
Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping 
Flowers that will echo the sunrise 
Fire of hope is our only warmth 
Weary, it's flame will be dying soon. 
 
Voice in the distance, call in the night 
On wind you enfold us You speak of the light 
Gentle on the ear you whisper softly 
Rumours of a dawn so embracing 
Breathless love awaits darkened souls 
Soon will we know of the morning. 
 
Spirit among us, shine like the star 
Your light that guides shepherds and kings from afar 
Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely 
Rising in the warmth of your son's love 
Star unknowing of night and day 
Spirit we wait for your loving Son. 

 

  



CANDLELIGHT CAROL Silent Night  MUUC Choir 
  Paul Rutz, piano 
  Tara Tresner-Kirsch, cello 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
‘round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild. 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake, at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia!” 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, child of God, love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 
CLOSING CAROL Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The lord is come;  
Let earth with praises ring; let every heart prepare a room, 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth! Now gladness reigns! 
Let hearts their songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and 
plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground. Let righteousness its glories show 
And wonders of God’s love, and wonders of God’s love, 
And wonders, and wonders of God’s love. 

 

BENEDICTION  Rev. Susanne 

POSTLUDE In Dulci Jubilo by J.S. Bach Paul Rutz, organ 

Please feel free to stay here in this Zoom room for a virtual coffee hour.  

Dan Griscom is your host. 



Merry Christmas! 
Giving Beyond Our Walls: On regular Sundays, MUUC gives half its weekly collection 
to a designated charity. On Christmas Eve, we will give 100% of the funds collected to 
The Food Drive Melrose who believe that community-driven positive action will impact the 
root causes of hunger and climate change. 
 

 
Minister  Rev. Dr. Susanne Intriligator 
Music Director  Tara Tresner-Kirsch 
Worship Technician  Bill Holt 
Guest Musician (Organist/Pianist)  Paul Rutz 
Guest Musician (Harpist)  Aluna Herrera 
Service Chat Host  Eric Lambiaso 
Coffee Hour Chat Host  Dan Griscom 
 

 

https://www.thefooddrive.org/

